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These reference tables contain statistics of the total population in Africa (as a whole and of some African countries). Here 
we also compare the projections made for these countries in 2017 and 2019. The graph besides each table shows the 
total population of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-axis is the 
total population. Each circle represents a certain year.

Although the 2019 UN report made a downward revision for the future population in Africa, some countries within the 
continent are now projected to have more people in the future than was projected in 2017 (like Ethiopia and Egypt)
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Total human population, with projections from 2017 UN report, Africa, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2017 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.02 16.597
1000 0.02 32.490
1500 0.04 46.884
1600 0.07 55.645
1700 0.09 61.439
1820 0.17 74.673 1820
1870 0.55 90.998  
1913 1.72 125.430 1913
1950 3.40 228.670 1950
1960 5.08 285.142 1960
1970 8.85 366.459 1970
1975 11.36 417.898 1975
1980 13.49 480.012 1980
1985 15.46 552.796 1985
1990 17.01 634.567 1990
1995 18.30 722.922 1995
2000 20.18 817.566 2000
2005 23.19 924.758 2005
2010 26.96 1049.446 2010
2015 30.32 1194.370 2015
2020 32.79 1352.622 2020
2025 35.09 1522.250 2025
2030 37.40 1703.538 2030
2040 41.20 2100.302 2040
2050 43.20 2527.557 2050
2060 43.33 2964.353 2060
2070 41.72 3394.171 2070
2080 38.33 3798.682 2080
2090 33.45 4160.717 2090
2100 28.56 4467.588 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Africa total human population, with UN 2017 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

The population of Africa is estimated to have been 17 million 
people in year 1 of the current era, or 7% of the global total. It then 
doubled to 32 million by year 1000, 12% of the global total. 
Between 1700 and 1820 it only rose from 61 million to just 74 
million. International slavery meant that Africa's share of the global 
population fell from 10% in 1700 to 7% again by 1820.

The rates of population growth projected 
for the countries of Africa, all combined, in 
future are based on a model. The model 
is greatly influenced by recent rates of 
population change in the first two 
decades of the current century. At first 
there was very fast growth after the year 
2000, which may be an echo of growth a 
generation earlier. By 2009 the population 
passed one billion. It is predicted to pass 
two billion by 2038, three billion by 2061 
and reach four billion in 2086, but it may 
well not grow as fast as that.

By 1870 there were 90 million 
people living in Africa, 7% of the 
world total, by 1913 there were 
125 million, still 7%. By 1950 
there were 229 million and 
growing at 3 million a year and 
rising to 9% as population 
growth in the rest of the world 
began to slow. By the year 
2000 there were 818 million 
people, 13% of the world total, 
similar to its proportion in the 
year 1000.

The growth in the rate of growth peaked in 1976, and 
again in 2009. That is when the x-axis distance 
between years is greatest. The years around 1976 
were years when most countries in Africa had only 
recently won their independence.  That recent growth 
rate in 2009 informs these UN projections, but may 
also be unusual. Echoes of baby booms suggest that 
greater slowdown than shown this might well occur. 
Growth per year may never exceed 40 million, as it is 
currently predicted to do from around 2036 through to 
2076. So the population of Africa may never reach four 
billion people.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Africa, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.02 16.597
1000 0.02 32.490
1500 0.04 46.884
1600 0.07 55.645
1700 0.09 61.439
1820 0.17 74.673 1820
1870 0.55 90.998  
1913 1.72 125.430 1913
1950 3.40 228.670 1950
1960 5.08 285.142 1960
1970 8.85 366.459 1970
1975 11.36 417.898 1975
1980 13.49 480.012 1980
1985 15.46 552.796 1985
1990 17.01 634.567 1990
1995 18.30 722.922 1995
2000 20.18 817.566 2000
2005 23.19 924.758 2005
2010 26.96 1049.446 2010
2015 29.12 1194.370 2015
2020 31.46 1340.598 2020
2025 34.77 1508.935 2025
2030 37.85 1688.321 2030
2040 40.05 2076.750 2040
2050 41.41 2489.275 2050
2060 40.91 2904.977 2060
2070 38.78 3307.528 2070
2080 35.03 3680.571 2080
2090 29.98 4008.138 2090
2100 24.93 4280.127 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Africa total human population, with UN 2019 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

In 2019, the UN has lowered its previous projections 
on the population in Africa substantially. Now they 
project the population in Africa will reach 2489 million 
in 2050, instead of 2528 million which they projected in 
2017, and then will reach 4280 million in 2100, instead 
of 4468 mllion. The gap between the 2017 and 2019 
report reaches 187 million for the population in African 
in 2100.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Nigeria, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019 - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Five years, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 0.65 37.860 1950
1955 0.73 41.086
1960 0.90 45.138
1965 1.08 50.128
1970 1.32 55.982 1970
1975 1.74 63.374
1980 2.02 73.424 1980
1985 2.18 83.563
1990 2.44 95.212 1990
1995 2.71 107.948
2000 3.09 122.284 2000
2005 3.62 138.865
2010 4.23 158.503 2010
2015 4.76 181.137
2020 5.22 206.140 2020
2025 5.68 233.343
2030 6.16 262.977 2030
2035 6.61 294.986
2040 6.97 329.067 2040
2045 7.22 364.712
2050 7.39 401.315 2050
2055 7.48 438.639
2060 7.49 476.130 2060
2065 7.42 513.528
2070 7.27 550.375 2070
2075 7.01 586.203
2080 6.63 620.457 2080
2085 6.15 652.484
2090 5.63 681.978 2090
2095 5.10 708.828
2100 4.56 732.942 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Nigeria total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100 

In 2019, the UN has revised its 2017 
projections on the population in Nigeria 
downward. It is now projected that the 
acceleration between 2020-2050 in 
Nigeria's population would be less rapid. 
Hence, its population will reach 401 million 
in 2050, instead of the 411 million which 
was projected before.

Comparing the projections made in 2019 
with those made in 2017 show a much 
quicker slowdown in population growth after 
2050. The quicker slowdown makes the 
projection of the population in 2100 of 733 
million, which is much smaller than the 
previous projection of 794 million, a gap of 
61 million!
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Uganda, 1950-2100, (million people)

Source: UN world population prospects 2019 - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Five years, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1950 0.15 5.158 1950
1955 0.16 5.889
1960 0.21 6.767
1965 0.26 7.986
1970 0.28 9.406 1970
1975 0.30 10.737
1980 0.38 12.442 1980
1985 0.49 14.559
1990 0.59 17.354 1990
1995 0.63 20.413
2000 0.73 23.650 2000
2005 0.88 27.685
2010 1.05 32.428 2010
2015 1.33 38.225
2020 1.41 45.741 2020
2025 1.37 52.294
2030 1.46 59.438 2030
2035 1.50 66.889
2040 1.51 74.455 2040
2045 1.50 82.013
2050 1.46 89.447 2050
2055 1.41 96.649
2060 1.33 103.520 2060
2065 1.23 109.932
2070 1.11 115.800 2070
2075 0.98 121.062
2080 0.84 125.645 2080
2085 0.70 129.496
2090 0.55 132.617 2090
2095 0.42 135.029
2100 0.28 136.785 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Uganda total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1950-2100 

The most pronounced downward revision 
the UN made in its 2019 report is the 
projections for the future population of 
Uganda. In 2019, the UN projects that the 
population in Uganda will reach 89 million in 
2050, and then 137 million in 2100. But in 
its previous 2017 report, these numbers 
were 106 and 214 million respectively.

The 2019 UN projections reduced the 2017 
projection of total world population in 2100 
by 309 million.

The revision for Uganda alone was 77 
million less .
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Ethiopia, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 0.420 1
1000 0.00 0.840
1500 0.00 1.680
1600 0.00 1.890
1700 0.00 2.100
1820 0.06 2.650 1820
1950 0.14 18.128 1950
1960 0.51 22.151 1960
1970 0.65 28.415 1970
1980 0.97 35.142 1980
1990 1.55 47.888 1990
2000 1.99 66.225 2000
2010 2.44 87.640 2010
2020 2.87 114.964 2020
2030 3.03 144.944 2030
2040 3.02 175.466 2040
2050 2.88 205.411 2050
2060 2.55 232.994 2060
2070 2.08 256.441 2070
2080 1.53 274.558 2080
2090 0.99 287.056 2090
2100 0.45 294.393 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Ethiopia total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1-2100

The population growth rate accelerated 
fastest in the 1980s. The rate of growth of 
the population of Ethiopia is expected to 
peak about 2030. In 2019, the UN has 
revised the total projection that was made in 
2017 upwards. It is now projected that in 
2050, the population in Ethiopia will reach 
205 million, the previous estimate was 191 
million.

In 2019, population in 
Ethiopia is projected to 
be 294 million in 2100, 
which is higher than the 
previous estimation 
which is 250 million.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Egypt, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 4.342 1
1000 0.00 4.824
1500 0.00 3.859
1600 0.00 4.824
1700 0.00 4.342
1820 0.01 4.046
1870 0.08 6.801 1870
1913 0.17 11.717 1913
1950 0.32 20.452 1950
1960 0.70 26.633 1960
1970 0.83 34.514 1970
1980 1.08 43.309 1980
1990 1.28 56.134 1990
2000 1.33 68.832 2000
2010 1.68 82.761 2010
2020 1.90 102.334 2020
2030 1.90 120.832 2030
2040 1.96 140.350 2040
2050 1.86 159.957 2050
2060 1.67 177.538 2060
2070 1.45 193.263 2070
2080 1.20 206.565 2080
2090 0.91 217.250 2090
2100 0.62 224.735 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Egypt total human population, with UN 2019 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

In the 2019 UN report, the 
population in Egypt in 2050 is 
projected to be 160 million. It was 
previously projected at 153 
million in the 2017 UN report.

The population growth rate 
accelerated fastest in the 
1950s but is now expected 
to continue to rise until the 
2040s..The 2019 UN 
population report revised 
the total population in 
Egypt in 2100 upward from 
its 2017 projection of 199 
million to 225 million, 26 
million more!




